CONNECTING TO YOUR
CHURCH FAMILY

“..you are a member of God’s very own family...and you belong
in God’s household with every other Christian.” Eph. 2:19 (LB)
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THE CHURCH... OUR FAMILY
“We are parts of Christ’s body, and it takes every one of us to
make it complete, for we each have a different work to do. So we
belong to each other and we need all the others.” Ro. 12: 4,5 (LB)

KEY TRUTHS...

1. God expects you to be ofa

church family.
2. A Christian without a church family is a

3. Jesus Christ is the of the church.

Ephesians 1:20-23

4. Who is the Body?

5. The local church is led by Jesus Christ through ,
& church leaders who serve as

His leadership to the body of Christ.

“God gave...some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God'’s
people for works of ministry, so that the body of Christ may be
built up...” (Eph. 4:11,12)

“The elders who are among you I exhort...Shepherd the flock of
God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion
but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being
lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the
flock...” (I Peter 5:1-4)
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OUR STRUCTURE
The structure of the church should not be determined by culture,

business practices, or even denominational traditions.

THE NATURE OF THE CHURCH DETERMINES IT’S
STRUCTURE.

I. THE CHURCH IS A .
“They continued steadily learning the teaching of the apostles,
and joined in the fellowship...” Acts 2:42

A top priority in a fellowship is and

“Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond
of peace.” Eph. 4:3

II. THE CHURCHIS A
“"You should be like one big happy family, full of Sympathy

toward each other, loving one another with tender hearts and
humble minds.” [ Peter 3:8

Gal.6:10, Heb. 2:10-12, 1 Pet. 4:17

SO WE OPERATE ON THE BASIS OF
NOT

III. THE CHURCH IS A
1 Cor. 12:27; Eph. 1:22,23; Col. 1:18, 2:19

We are a body - not a business!
We are an organism - Not an organization!

THEREFORE, WE FUNCTION ON THE BASIS OF
NOT
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WE HAVE A SIMPLE .

SO WE CAN MAXIMIZE AND

MINIMIZE .

“God gave...some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God’s
people for works of ministry, so that the body of Christ may be
built up...” Eph. 4:11,12

e The people are the « »
e The pastors, elders, staff and Board of Directors are the

(13 2
.

Our Elders assist the pastoral staff in overseeing the
aspects of the ministry of COTRN. Presently our elders are:
Pastor Randy Miller & Jim Carpenter

Our Board of Directors work together to oversee the
governmental and aspects of COTR North.
Presently, our Board of Directors are:

President - Pastor Sam Walker

Vice President - Dr. Ron Hammonds, COTR

Secretary/Treasurer - Beverly Walker

Board member - Pastor Kenneth Woolf, New Life COTR

Pastoral is vital for
long-term healthy leadership.

Our Pastoral Accountability Team is:

Pastor Ron Hammonds - Golden Triangle Church on the Rock
Pastor Sonny Conatser - Southwest Harvest Church,
Duncanville Texas

Pastor John Miller - Church on the Rock Texarkana, Texas
Dr. David Shibley - Global Advance

K. E. Resources - a church management & consulting group
who’s mission is to provide leadership and training to local
church around the world www keresources.com
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IV. THE CHURCH IS A
(Jesus’ favorite description of the church)
John 10:1-30; Matt. 25:33; Matt. 26:31

THEREFORE IT IS CARED FOR AND LED BY

“Jesus asked Simon Peter, Do you really love Me?” “Yes Lord,”
said Peter. “Then take care of My sheep.” John 21:16

“To the elders I say...Be shepherds of God’s flock, serving as
overseers...” 1 Peter 5:1,2

“Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. When the
arrived he said to them...Guard yourselves and all the flock of
God which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be pastors of
the church of God...” Acts 20:17,18 & 28

See also Titus 1:5-7 & 1 Timothy 5:17

From Psalm 23 we learn that a good shepherd will always lead the
flock tthat God has given to him to the place of divine ...

. Psalm 23:1,2 & 5
. Psalm 23:4
. Psalm 23:2b, 4b
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WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A MEMBER

The difference between attendees and members can be summed
up in one word:
We boldly ask you to commit to membership for 4 reasons:

1. Reason: Christ is committed to the church.
“...Christ loved the church and gave His life forit.” Eph. 5:25

2. Reason: It is an antidote to our society.
We live in an age where very few want to be committed to
anything, a job, a marriage, our country. This attitude has even
produced a generation of “church shoppers & hoppers”.

3. Reason: It defines who can be counted.
Every team has a roster. Every school has an enrollment. Every
business has a payroll. Every army has an enlistment.
Membership identifies and defines our family.

4. Reason: It produces spiritual growth.

The New Testament places a major emphasis on the need for
Christians to be accountable to each other for spiritual growth.
Commitment naturally creates accountability to the church family.

Committed members, have a biblical directive to connect with
their church family by way of

e We faithfully invest our . Heb. 11:25
Sunday is not the

*Eph. 5:16-21 undeniably links two important pr1n01ples
&

o We faithfully invest our . 1 Pet. 4:10
(we’ll look at this next week in “Connecting to Ministry”)

e We faithfully invest our . Mal. 3:8-12
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BIBLICAL GIVING

“On the first day of each week set aside some of what you have
earned and give it as an offering. The amount depends on how
much the Lord has helped you earn.” 1 Cor. 16:2

INTERESTING INSIGHTS:

e Over 50% of the parables of Jesus reference possessions and
giving.

o There are more promises on giving than any other topic.

e Jesus spoke more about money and possessions than heaven
and hell combined.

o Key Bible words and their frequency in scripture.

BELIEVE - 272 times
PRAY - 371 times
LOVE - 714 times
GIVE - 2162 times!

WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES ABOUT GIVING

e A “tithe” means a part.

e A tithe is giving % of your income to your
local church.

¢ You should tithe where you

e The tithe should be from the
earnings, not the

e An offering is anything you give in to
your tithe.

part of your

“Bring your whole tithe to My storehouse. Test Me in this says the
Lord and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and
pour out so much blessing that you won’t have room enough for
it. I will prevent pests from devouring your crops and the vines in
your fields will be protected from plagues.” Mal. 3:10

Pg. 6
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SIX BIBLE REASONS TO TITHE

1. Because God it.
“ A tenth of all your produce is the Lord’s and it is holy.”

Lev. 27:3
2. Because Jesus it.

“Yes you should tithe, and you shouldn’t leave the more important
things undone either.” Matt. 23:23

3. Tithing demonstrates that God is place in your life.
“The purpose of tithing is to teach you to always put God first
place in your life.” Deut 14:23

4. Tithing expresses your to God.
“Each of you should bring a gift in proportion to the way God has
blessed you.” Deut 16:17

5. God says that refusing to tithe is from Him.
“Will a man rob God? Yes you have robbed Me. But you ask,
How do we rob You? God says in tithes and offerings... Bring your
whole tithe to My storehouse.” Mal. 3:8-10

6. Tithing proves your for God.
Jesus said, “If you really love Me, do what I command.” Jn. 14:15

ATTITUDES OF A BIBLICAL GIVER

e GIVE
“For if the willingness is there, your gift is acceptable
according to what you have, not according to what you
don’t have.” 2 Cor. 8:12
« GIVE
“..For God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Cor. 9:7
e GIVE
“But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also
reap bountifully.” 2 Cor. 9:6

Pg. 7
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e GIVE
“But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also
reap bountifully.” 2 Cor. 9:6

The key to a blessed biblical giver can be found in 2 Cor. 8:5.
Look up this verse and write your answer below.

One final passage of great promise...

“Honor the Lord with your possessions, and with the firstfruits of
all your increase; So your barns will be filled with plenty, and
your vats will overflow with new wine.”  Proverbs 3:9,10

A PRAYER OF COMMITMENT

“Father I know You love me and want what’s best for me. |
recognize that all I have, or will ever have, comes from You. I am
more interested in pleasing You than having more possessions. I
want You to have first place in my life. I am willing to begin
tithing as You have commanded. Out of gratitude for all You’ve
done for me, and in expectation that You will continue to provide
for me, I commit myself to returning at least the first 10% of all I
earn back to You. Help me to remain faithful to this commitment.
In Jesus name, Amen”

RECOMMENDED READING
“The Blessed Life” - Robert Morris Author

A four part DVD of “The Blessed Life” teaching is also available
in the church library upon request.
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CHURCH ON THE ROCK
MEMBERSHIP COMMITMENT

“Having received Christ as my Lord and Savior and been
baptized, and being in agreement with the COTRN structure, I
now feel led by the Holy Spirit to unite with the Church on the
Rock North family. In doing so, I commit myself to God and to
the other members to the following:

1. I WILL PROTECT THE UNITY OF MY CHURCH
...By acting in love toward other members
...By refusing to gossip
...By following the leaders

“So let us concentrate on the things that make for harmony, and
on the growth of our fellowship together.” Romans 15:19

“Live in complete harmony with each other - each with the
attitude of Christ toward each other.” Romans 15:5

“Have a sincere love for your fellow believers, love one another
earnestly with all your hearts.” 1 Peter 1:22

“Obey your leaders and submit to authority. They keep watch
over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that
their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be no
advantage to you.” Heb. 13:17

2. 1 WILL SHARE RESPONSIBILITY OF MY CHURCH
...By praying for it’s growth
...By inviting the un-churched to attend
...By warmly welcoming those who visit

“To the church...we always thank God for you and pray for you
constantly.” 1 Thess. 1:2

“Go out into the country...and urge anyone you can find to come
in, so that My house will be full.” Luke 14:23

So warmly welcome each other into the church, just as Christ has
warmly welcomed you, then God will be glorified.” Rom. 15:7

Pg. 9
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3.. 1 WILL SUPPORT THE TESTIMONY OF MY CHURCH

...By attending faithfully
...By living a godly life
...By giving the tithe regularly

“Let us not give up the habit of meeting together...but let us
encourage one another.” Heb. 10:25

“But whatever happens, make sure that your everyday life is
worth of the gospel of Christ.” Phil 1:27

“Each of you on the first day of each week, should set aside a
specific sum of money in proportion to what you have earned and
use it for the offering.” 1 Cor. 16:2

“A tenth of all you produce is the Lord’s and it is holy.”
Lev. 27:30

Signed your copy only
A hand in original will be provided

Date:
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CHURCH ON THE ROCK
MEMBERSHIP COMMITMENT
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following:

1. I WILL PROTECT THE UNITY OF MY CHURCH
...By acting in love toward other members
...By refusing to gossip
...By following the leaders

2.1 WILL SHARE RESPONSIBILITY OF MY CHURCH
...By praying for it’s growth
...By inviting the un-churched to attend
...By warmly welcoming those who visit

3.1 WILL SUPPORT THE TESTIMONY OF MY CHURCH
...By attending faithfully
...By living a godly life
...By giving the tithe regularly

Signed date

CHURCH ON THE ROCK
MEMBERSHIP COMMITMENT

“Having received Christ as my Lord and Savior and having been
water baptized, and being in agreement with the COTRN
structure, I now feel led by the Holy Spirit to unite with the
Church on the Rock North family in membership. In doing so, I
commit myself to God and to the other members to the following:

1. TWILL PROTECT THE UNITY OF MY CHURCH
...By acting in love toward other members
...By refusing to gossip
...By following the leaders

2.1 WILL SHARE RESPONSIBILITY OF MY CHURCH
...By praying for it’s growth
...By inviting the un-churched to attend
...By warmly welcoming those who visit

3.1 WILL SUPPORT THE TESTIMONY OF MY CHURCH
...By attending faithfully
...By living a godly life
...By giving the tithe regularly

Signed date





<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



